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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1895, 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Per  1000 

Birth  rate  .  307 

Death  rate  ...  ...  i_j.*i 

Rate  of  infant  deaths  under  1 

year,  per  1000  births  ...  155-2 

Death  rate  from  7  principal 

Zymotic  diseases  ...  ...  17 

In  estimating  the  population  I  have  added  625  to 
last  year’s  population  of  Norton,  and  deducted  100 
from  that  of  Totley. 

The  birth  rate  is  lower  and  the  death  rate  higher 
than  last  year. 

The  Infantile  death  rate  is  higher  than  usual,  a 
large  proportion  of  children  dying  soon  after  birth. 

1  he  Zymotic  death  rate  is  chiefly  accounted  for 
by  deaths  following  measles  in  the  spring,  and  diarrhoea 
in  the  autumn  months. 


Vital 

Statistics. 


Notes  on 
Statistics. 
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Diseases 

Prevalent. 


The  following  cases 
notified  during  the  year 
Scarlatina  ... 
Enteric  Fever 
Diphtheria  ... 
Erysepelas  ... 
Puerperal  Fever 


of  Infectious  disease  were 

8 

.  7 

..  ...  ...  i o 

..  ...  ...  i  i 


Scarlatina. 


Enteric 

Fever. 


Total  37 

Six  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  notified  from  the 
small  isolated  village  of  Little  Norton  in  April  and 
May ;  in  the  first  family  attacked  the  disease  was  mis¬ 
taken  by  the  parents  for  measles,  but  the  occurrence  of 
the  disease  in  a  second  household  brought  the  previous 
cases  to  my  knowledge.  The  exclusion  of  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  village  from  school  for  a  lengthened  period 
sufficed  to  prevent  any  further  extension  of  the  disease 
in  the  district. 

Two  cases  occurred  at  the  close  of  the  year  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  parish  of  Norton. 

From  the  end  of  April  to  July  four  cases  of  Enteric 
Fever  were  notified  from  the  Little  London  District. 
The  first  three  cases  were  members  of  one  family,  and 
in  two  of  them  the  disease  terminated  fatally.  The 
sanitary  condition  of  this  locality  had  long  been  a 
source  of  anxiety,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Council  I 
made  a  special  examination  of  it.  In  consequence  of 
my  report  the  owners  were  called  upon  to  fill  in  and 
cement  the  ashpits,  to  provide  for  the  proper  escape  of 
surface  water  from  the  yards,  to  asphalt  the  footpaths, 
and  carry  out  several  minor  improvements.  Since 
then  there  have  been  no  further  cases  in  this  locality. 

The  remaining  three  cases  were  sporadic,  and 
ordinary  precautions  sufficed  to  prevent  extension  of 
the  disease. 
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Six  cases  were  notified  from  Chesterfield  Road  in 
April.  All  were  children,  members  of  one  family. 

Three  cases  were  notified  from  Olivet  Road  and 
Woodseats  in  October  and  November,  In  connection 
with  these  cases  occurred  an  epidemic  of  ill-defined 
sore  throat,  without  the  characteristic  symptoms  of 
of  diphtheria  being  fully  developed.  A  detailed  account 
of  this  outbreak  was  by  request  forwarded  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  Totley  Isolation  Hospital  was  closed  in  Nov¬ 
ember.  All  clothing,  bedding  and  other  articles  which 
could  not  be  effectually  disinfected,  were  burned  by  my 
advice. 

The  Council,  early  in  the  year,  passed  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  joining  the  County  Council  Scheme  for 
providing  a  District  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  Clerk 
was  directed  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  other  authori¬ 
ties  grouped  with  them  as  a  Hospital  District.  In 
May  a  letter  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Ches¬ 
terfield  Rural  District  Council  stating  that  his  authority 
were  unwilling  to  join  with  anyone  else  in  providing  an 
isolation  hospital.  Personally  I  am  convinced  that  an 
efficient  isolation  hospital  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the 
district,  but  in  the  absence  of  co-operation  of  other 
authorities,  I  do  not  see  how  such  a  hospital  can  be 
economically  built  and  maintained  by  the  Norton  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  alone. 

A  hospital,  such  as  that  contemplated  in  the 
County  Council  Scheme,  would  contain  an  apparatus 
for  the  disinfection  of  clothing  by  heat,  and  it  would,  I 
think,  be  an  economy  for  rural  districts  if  all  disinfec¬ 
tion,  including  that  of  houses  after  infectious  disease, 
were  carried  out  by  an  official  of  the  district  hospital. 


Diphtheria. 


Isolation 

Hospital. 


Disinfection. 
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Drainage. 
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In  my  previous  reports  I  have  alluded  to  the 
nuisances  emanating  from  the  manholes  of  the  main 
sewer  in  Derbyshire  Lane.  During  the  summer  and 
autumn  numerous  complaints  were  received,  and  the 
new  Surveyor  (Mr.  Sampson)  and  myself  made  a  de¬ 
tailed  examination  of  the  manholes  in  Derbyshire 
Lane,  while  Mr.  Sampson  made  a  careful  examination 
of  the  whole  special  drainage  system.  The  results  of 
Mr.  Sampson’s  examination  were  submitted  to  the 
Council  in  a  lengthy  report,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
brief  summary  as  far  as  the  nuisances  referred  to  are 
concerned  : — 

(1)  The  nuisances  were  almost  entirely  limited  to 
those  manholes  situated  on  the  steep  gradient 
of  Derbyshire  Lane,  or  the  more  level  ground 
immediately  above. 

(2)  The  manholes  situated  on  the  steep  gradient 
were  more  or  less  similar  in  construction,  viz.: 
the  incoming  sewage  fell  from  a  height  varying 
from  ii  to  4  feet  on  to  the  floor  of  the  man¬ 
hole,  so  that  the  semi-liquid  sewage  splashed 
in  all  directions,  the  subsequent  evaporation 
of  the  fluid  portion  leaving  a  thick  slimy 
deposit  on  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  man¬ 
hole.  The  floors  of  the  manholes  themselves 
were  nearly  flat,  with  a  slight  slope  to  the 
centre,  and  of  considerable  superficial  area. 
From  the  decomposition  of  this  deposit  the 
offensive  effluvia  chiefly  arose. 

(3)  The  offensive  gas  generated  in  the  manholes  of 
the  steep  portion  of  Derbyshire  Lane,  were, 
Mr.  Sampson  suggests,  carried  to  the  higher 
ground  above  partly  by  the  natural  tendency 
of  gas  to  rise  and  partly  by  the  varying  cur¬ 
rents  of  air  present  in  the  sewer. 
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The  remedies  Mr.  Sampson  suggests  are  : — 

(1)  Tlie  sti uctural  alteration  of  the  manholes  and 
the  portions  of  sewer  immediately  above,  so 
as  to  avoid  the  splashing  and  consequent  de¬ 
posit  in  the  manholes. 

(2)  To  provide  for  the  periodical  flushing  of  this 
portion  of  the  sewage  system. 

In  view  of  the  approaching  completion  of  the 
Sheffield  main  sewer  on  the  Abbeydale  Road,  the 
Council  have  had  under  consideration  the  formation 
of  a  special  drainage  district,  to  include  the  lower 
portion  of  the  township  of  Dore. 

In  my  last  report  I  alluded  to  the  deficient  water 
supply  of  Greenhill,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Council  to 
obtain  the  co-operation  of  the  property  owners  and  in¬ 
habitants  in  procuring  the  extension  of  the  Sheffield 
Water  Company’s  mains  to  the  village.  In  April,  by 
direction  of  the  Council,  I  took  samples  for  analysis 
from  the  two  pumps  which  have  hitherto  supplied  most 
of  the  houses  with  water  for  domestic  purposes.  In 
May  the  Analyst’s  report,  together  with  a  detailed 
statement  as  to  the  available  supply  of  each  individual 
house  were  submitted  to  the  Council,  and  they  deter¬ 
mined  to  obtain  an  estimate  from  the  Water  Company 
for  the  extension  of  their  mains  to  the  village,  and 
guarantee  to  them  the  payment  of  a  sufficient  yearly 
sum  on  their  outlay.  The  work  was  completed  at  an 
opportune  moment  in  the  autumn  when  many  of  the 
wells  were  dry,  and  I  understand  that  the  Council’s 
guarantee  is  now  practically  covered  by  the  ordinary 
water  rate  paid  by  the  consumers. 

In  several  cases  where  I  have  reported  the  water 
supply  of  isolated  houses  as  deficient,  the  Council  have 
called  upon  the  owners  to  lay  on  the  Company’s  water. 


Water 

Supply. 
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Appended  is  a  report  of  the  work  done  in  the 
Nuisance  Inspector’s  department  since  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  new  Inspector  in  September.  I  am 
unable  to  give  similar  information  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year. 


Inspections 

and 

Observations 

made. 

Informal 

Notices 

served  by 

Inspector. 

Legal 

Notices  by 

Authority. 

Nuisances 

abated  after 

Notice. 

14 

14 

— 

I 

I 

1 

4 

4 

• 

— 

4 

5 

5 

— 

5 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

Water  Closets 

House  Defective  Traps  ... 
Drain-  - 

ace  disconnection 


Mr.  Thomas  G.  Edwards,  the  previous  Inspector, 
informs  me  that  from  January  to  his  resignation  in 
August,  1895,  he  made  260  Inspections,  plans  for  181 
houses  were  passed,  and  120  notices  served. 


I  am,  Gentlenen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  K.  GALE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Norton  Woodseats, 

February  5th,  1896. 
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K2  11.  Table  of  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  and  of  NEW  CASES  of 
INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  Year  1895,  in  the 
NORTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  ;  classified  according  to 
(B)  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 


Population 
at  all  Ages. 

C/3 

New  Cases  of 
Sickness  in 
each  Locality, 
coming  to  the 
knowledge  of 
the  Medical 
OfficerofHealth 

Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics;  Public 
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<u 

K 

(d.) 

(*•) 

Scarlatin; 

Diphtheri 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid. 

Puerperal, 

Erysipela 

NORTON  and  BEAU- 
CHIEF  . 

' 

\  5576 

7524 

219 

Under  5 

2 

1 

/ 

5  upwds. 

6 

8 

5 

10 

DORE  and  TOTLEY  .. 

l  2468 

1720 

58 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS  . 

-  8044 

9244 

2  77 

Under  5 

2 

1 

1 

5  upwds. 

6 

8 

6 

1 

10 

AREA  and  POPULATION  of  the  District  or  Division  to  which 

this  Return  relates. 


Area  in  Acres,  10,315.  Population  (1891),  8,044. 


Death 

Rates 


General 


per  1,000 
Population, 
estimated  to  middle 
of  1895. 


Infants  (under  one  year 

of  age) . 155-2 


f  per  1,000  Births 
(  Registered. 


